anks to the eld observations conducted on the territory of central Serbia, it was noticed that people in rural environment, beside the optional conversations about weather conditions, most o en talk about the politics. e aim of this work was to nd out how many people who live in the countryside have the contact with the politics. Hypothesis were made within the communication with several examinees, but they were veri ed by the poll in which more than 100 persons took part. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, using T-test, one-factor analysis of ANOVA variance, and also they were checked by Post-hoc Tukey test. e work task was to nd out if gender, age, as well as, professional and regional di erences exist in relation to the countryside inhabitants considerations about certain political issues they have been talking about. e importance of this work is to discover whether the distance from urban environments and, life in nature can make a man less interested in and indi erent to the politics.
Introduction
Old Greek philosopher, Aristotle, gave a de nition of the essence of man, calling him a "zōon politikon" or a man as a social, political being. e territory of the Balkan Peninsula, shared; among others, between Serbia and Greece, had glorious and turbulent history. Numerous wars and other historical events forced the inhabitants, usually in rural territory, to be informed even in the time when the information was not exchanged at the light speed. Nowadays, in the time of modern technologies, which ensure undisturbed circulation of information in di erent ways, the inhabitant of rural environment theoretically may be well informed about everything, even about the politics, so he can have a formed opinion. e aim of this work was to nd out how much is the man from here, a dweller of the rural settlements in Serbia, "zōon politikon". It was understood as his knowledge about politics in general, having the opinion, attitude, and perception power about life changes in the countryside under in uence of political changes, as well as, the general importance of the politics in his life.
Methods
e facts shown in this work are the result of consultation with literature and own investigation. e opinion about politics in the countryside was shown on the basis of the poll results. e examinees represented the random sample of inhabitants who live in the countryside. Some authors believe that the estimations from applied statistic methods will be good only if the sample contains minimum 51 units (Bagozzi 1981) . Taking the above statement into consideration, it may be concluded that the sample used in this investigation (n=105) was representative. e poll of ten questions was correctly lled in by 105 examinees or 80.8% of the interviewed, mostly males (51.4%). More than a half (50.5%) lived on the hilly terrain or in the mountain. ree quarters of the examinees (76%) were not engaged in the politics. (Table 1 ) Almost the quarter of examinees (24.8%) represented the age group from 30 to 39 years, and almost one third were employed (32.4%). Hypothesis were measured on a ve-point Likert type scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree).
e interviewing was conducted during August 2013. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and using T-test, one-factor analysis of ANOVA variance and Post-hoc Tukey HSD test. T-test was made with independent samples and compared by arithmetic mean of two groups. As it was not possible to assume the result of comparison, 2 tailed test was used. e results of T-test discovered signi cant statistic di erences between average mean of the examinees gender, political engagement and the origin of the examinees according to the altitude they have settled at, at the importance level p <0.01 (t≥2.57) (Pearson and Hartley 1966) . In order to establish the existence of statistically important relations between dependant variables (attitudes about politics) and independent variables (socially-demographic characteristics of the examinees, which; in that case, were age and activity) one-factory analysis of ANOVA variance was applied. In both cases, signi cant statistical di erences in evaluation of hypothesis on the important level p<0.01; F≥3.47 were investigated. Hypotheses, where there were di erences found, were tested by the posthoc Tukey HSD test. In that way, the age groups and activities of the examinees that in uenced existing di erence in one-factor analysis were established.
Study area
Municipalities of Serbia; where the poll was conducted, were chosen according to the criteria that included settlements at higher and lower altitudes. erefore, the examinees live in the municipalities of Raška (settlements: Rvati, Beoci, Brvenik, Biljanovac, Korlaće, Jošanička Banja, Semeteš, Gradac, Draganiće, Varevo i Gnjilica), Kraljevo (settlements: Konarevo, Progorelica, Samaila, Adrani, Mlanča, Studenica i Ušće na Ibru), Vrnjačka Banja (settlements: Vrnjci, Ruđinci, Vukušica, Otroci, Dragosinjci, Stanišinci), Vranjska Banja (settlement: Korbevac), Kruševac (settlement: Kupci), Novi Pazar (settlement: Deževa), Brus (settlement: Blaževo) ( Figure I ).
Results and Discussions
e values of arithmetic mean, and average evaluation of hypothesis were in range from 2.61 (the lowest value) to 4.51 (the highest value). e hypothesis ' e politicians are present the most in a countryside during the election campaign' had the highest average grade. According to the value of standard deviation (σ=0.76) of this hypothesis, it may be concluded that it is the only hypothesis on which the examinees agreed (σ<1.00) ( Figure  II ). e other hypotheses on which the examinees mostly agreed, where the values of standard deviations were slightly above the limited value 1, were: ' e best policy is the one that 'leaves the most in the peasants pocket' (σ=1.02) and 'If I were the politician, I would exactly know what should be changed' (σ=1.06). With a half of ten put hypothesis the examinees Source: own research. generally agreed (average value was from 3.56 to 4.51) while the second half were indecisive (average value was from 2.61 to 3.36). Hereina er, there is the survey of reactions of particular groups of the examinees concerning certain hypothesis provided.
Hypothesis 1: "I regularly follow 'the political life' in Serbia" Some people are more politically interested than others, but political scientists do not know how stable these di erences are and why they occur (Prior 2010 ). e average value of this hypothesis (3.36) shows that some examinees regularly follow 'the political life' in Serbia while others do not do that (σ=1.38). T-test showed signi cant di erences between arithmetic means of male and female examinees. Actually, men agreed that they regularly follow 'political life in Serbia' , while women were indecisive about this question. Statistically, there were signi cant di erences between arithmetic means of the examinees who are politically engaged and those who are not. Politically engaged ones naturally agreed (M=4.44 and σ=1.00) that they regularly follow 'the political life' in Serbia. ose who are not politically engaged were not able to say with certainty that they follow it regularly. On the basis of the value of their standard deviation (σ=1.31), the investigation was continued by applying one-factor analysis of ANOVA variance. At the importance level p < 0.01; F ≥3.47, di erences between acceptance of this hypothesis by the examinees of di erent age groups were not found. Hajdar and Schlapbach (2009) also found out that there were no di erences in the age cohorts concerning the level of interests in the politics. However, the di erences were established between the examinees of di erent activities. Post hoc Tukey test was helpful for identifying isolated examinees groups. According to this test, the biggest di erences in opinion were between employed people and pensioners, employed people and those within the category of ' others' . It is obvious that employed people are more interested in the politics in relation to the mentioned categories of inhabitants (Table 8) .
Hypothesis 2: 'I know who the Minister of Agriculture is' At the time of polling, the Government of the Republic of Serbia was under the process of reconstruction. is question was asked as a kind of control question in relation to the rst one. Only those who really follow 'the political life' in Serbia could con rm to know who the minister of agriculture is. According to the average value (3.70) the examinees in rural settlements of Serbia agreed to know who the minister of agriculture was. T-test showed the di erence between gender, where the men were sure about their answer (Table 2) . Naturally, politically engaged examinees were informed about it -who the minister of agriculture was -and they all agreed on that question (σ=1.07) (Table 3 ). Still, t-test showed that di erences exist between the examinees who live on the hilly terrain and mountainous settlements, and those in the settlements in river valleys. Namely, the examinees who live at higher altitudes were more sure about the question who the minister of agriculture was (M=4.10) ( Table 4) . One-factory analysis of ANOVA variance, at the importance level p< 0.01; F ≥3.47 nd di erences neither between the examinees of di erent age groups, nor among examinees of di erent activities. Hypothesis 3: 'In the countryside are 'felt' changes in the government' Various types of the political changes in the government have also re ected the changes of agriculture in Europe; therefore, in rural area, it also happened at the end of the 20th century (Potter 1986; Robinson 1990; Champion & Watkins 1991) and at the beginning of the 21st century. For that reason, the answer to this question given by the examinees was expected to be 'fully agreed' . However, the examinees were not able to estimate (2.61) if the changes in the government were 'felt' in the countryside, although this value gives the impression that they do not agree with it. T-test, carried out according to the gender criteria, showed that disagreement concerned women to the greatest extent. It showed signi cant statistic di erences between the examinees, who were dealing with the politics and agreed, saying that, changes in the government were 'felt' in the countryside, in relation to those, who were not politically engaged and did not agree -they did not 'feel' changes in the government (Table 3) . Such a di erence was expected. If politically engaged ones did not agree with this hypothesis, it would mean that their political activity had no e ect at all. T-test showed the signi cant statistic di erences between the answers of those, who live in the valley and do not agree that changes in the government are not 'felt' in the countryside, and those, who are indecisive about the same question (Table 4) . On the basis of the obtained results, we must admit that such a question could be understood in two di erent ways. Some of the examinees identi ed the changes in government with the changes of the system at the beginning of the last decade of the last century, and; according to them, they naturally 'feel' the changes in the government. While the other examinees thought about changes in the government which happened in the time when democratic society was established. Hypothesis 4: Women should deal with the politics e biggest mutual disagreement was shown among the examinees concerning this hypothesis (σ=1.60). As it was expected, politically engaged examinees and female respondents agreed with it. One-factor analysis of ANOVA variance, at importance level p<0.01; F ≥3.47 found the di erences between the examinees of di erent age groups (Table 5) . Post hoc Tukey test showed that the examinees of the oldest age groups do not agree with this hypothesis (Table 7 ). e examinees, who did not agree with this hypothesis, shared patriarchal opinion that a woman should stay at home and look a er the kids, and should not be in 'the political scene' .
e societies of post-socialist countries of Europe originally were agrarian and then the socialists. Under pressure of tradition or socialist ideology, the women resources were engaged to the maximum extent (Blаgojević 2007) . During the eighties of the 20th century, as a part of the socialist inheritance, about 27.0% of women were elected into the parliaments which was much more than 12.5% of women in the national parliament of the European Economic Community (today the part of European Union). A er the changes in 1989, share of women in the whole region; that is, almost the whole Balkan Peninsula, drastically declined and they became invisible in the managing and deciding sphere. In former Socialist Republic of Yugoslavia, between 1979 and 1989, 17 .0% of women participated in the work of parliament, but during the elections in 1990, the participation of women was reduced to 13.0% in Slovenia, 4.5% in Croatia, 3.3% in Montenegro, 2.9% in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Serbia it was only 1.6% (Čičkarić 2009 ). During the nineties, because of stronger national policy, war, sanctions, isolation and economic collapse of the country, number of women in the politics was drastically reduced. A er elections in 1992, in the Parliament of Serbia, only 4.0% of women were elected (UGS Nezavisnost 2001). e same phenomenon was noticed in the former Soviet Republics, East European countries, Caucasus region and Central Asia. is period is described in the feminist literature as 'masculinized democracy' (Einhorn 1993; Kligman 1996; Čičkarić 2009 ). Nowadays, women make one h (21.2%) of board members in municipalities and cities (Republic of Serbia 2011) and one third (33.2%) of the Parliament of the Republic of Serbia which puts Serbia in the 24th place in the world. At the tail of the table, there are the countries of Africa and Asia, populous India (10.0%) (Beaman et al. 2010 ) and also Ukraine (9.4%) and Hungary (8.8%). In small Andorra (within its area and number of inhabitants) there is a half of women (50.0%) engaged. Countries, which could be praised for the presence of women in the national parliaments, are; for example, Finland (42.5%) and other North European countries, but also the countries which are not the most developed (http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm).
erefore, the examinees who live in the countryside of Serbia are not sure if women should be involved in the politics (M= 3.34). Hypothesis 5: Politicians are the most present in the countryside during the election campaign is hypothesis distinguished itself as the only one about which everybody 'fully agreed' taking the average value, as well as, the value of standard deviation (σ=0.76) into consideration. Less disapproval was shown during informal communication with the examinees who were politically engaged. All tests, conducted additionally, did not nd any signi cant statistic di erences among certain categories of the examinees. In the time of polling campaign, they mostly rely on public rallies, direct mailing, TV appearance (but no ads), phone banks and door-to-door canvassing (Kendall et al. 2013) . More examinees based their comments on the idea that it would be useful if the governing parties would visit the rural settlements when it was not time for campaign, in order to improve the quality of life in the countryside. As one of the examinees said: 'During the campaign they can only give promises that something will be done. If during their mandate they had been reminded about our problems, they would have been able to help us. ' Table 4 . Di erences concerning the inhabitants Table 5 . One-factor analysis of di erences between the inhabitants of rural settlements of Balkan based on the age of examinees (M-average value, σ-standard deviation, for F (4,100), critic values according to Snedecor & Cochran Hypothesis 6: Current local politicians are also good masters e examinees did not know whether the current politicians are also good masters (M=3.08) and; simultaneously, they do not agree with Table 5 . One-factor analysis of di erences between the inhabitants this question (σ=1.21). T-test, made according to the criteria of political engagement, showed signi cant statistic di erences between the examinees who are dealing with the politics and agree with hypothesis that 'the current politicians are good masters' , and those who are neither politically engaged, nor sure to know if the current local politicians are also good masters (Table  5 ). In relation to the others, the agriculturalists agreed with this hypothesis (M=3.63, σ=1.03) ( Table 6 ). It is obvious that politically engaged people from 'their orders' are really good masters. Politically engaged ones claimed that they prefer to give functions to the capable 'good master' because, as he has got the reputation based on well 'running' of his own estate, he would behave conscientiously toward entrusted functions. ose who are not politically engaged will prove their attitude by the fact that 'the politicians are good masters also, the results of their work would be visible and people would be more satis ed' . It is interesting that links between reputations of organizations and their leaders have been claimed but never demonstrated empirically (Davies & Main 2010) . Table 6 . One-factor analysis of di erences between the inhabitants of rural settlements of Balkan based on their activity (M-average value, σ-standard deviation, for F (5,100), critic values according to Snedecor & Cochran Hypothesis 7: At the elections, I vote for a person, not for the party e reputations of leader and party are highly correlated (Davies and Mian 2010) . In recent years, there has been a general trend towards granting party members greater in uence in the choice of their leader (Cross and Blais 2012) . e analysis of hypothesis 7, showed how important is the choice of candidate in the rural settlements of the Balkan Peninsula. Almost all examinees agreed with this hypothesis (M=3.56). T-test showed signi cant statistic di erences between male and female examinees and the examinees who are and are not engaged in the party. While the men were indecisive, female examinees agreed with this hypothesis (M=3.86) and agreed mostly unanimously because the value of standard deviation was slightly above the limited value 1 (σ=1.04). e examinees who are not engaged in the party, agreed with the fact that; at the elections, they Table 6 . One-factor analysis of di erences between the inhabitants vote for a man, not for the party (M=3.76, σ=1.01), while the examinees engaged in the party were not sure about this fact. Naturally, it was expected from them to vote for the party where they belong. erefore, the values which pointed out disagreement were expected. Having con dence in a man, a leader, is very important for stability of some government (Li 2011) . One-factor analysis of ANOVA variance was at importance level p <0.01; F ≥3.47 and established di erences between the examinees of di erent age groups. Post-hoc Tukey test helped to identify the groups of examinees which distinguished themselves. Accordingly, the biggest di erences in opinion existed between the age group from 40 to 49 years old and the oldest age groups (50-59, 60+). Members of this age group (40-49) agreed (M=4.26) with this hypothesis (Table 5 ) which, shows that there are minimum politically engaged examinees in their orders (Table 7) . Table 7 . Post-hoc Tukey HSD test for hypothesis where the one-factor analysis ANO-VA established the di erences in opinions of the examinees in di erent age groups (MSE -mean square error, q-relevant critical value of the studentized range statistic, n-number of scores used in calculating the group means of interest, according to the Hypothesis 8: e best policy is the one which 'leaves' the most in the pocket of the peasants e examinees agreed (M=3.83, σ=1.02) with this hypothesis (Figure 2 ) that was con rmed by t-test, because no signi cant statistic di erences were seen between any group of examinees, as well as, one-factor analysis of ANOVA variant on the importance level p <0.01; F ≥3.47. Perhaps, this hypothesis is the best example of how little the politics, its ideology, program mean to the inhabitants of the Balkan rural settlements, and which one is the best according to them. However, a similar situation was established all over the world, also. For example, in populous, agrarian India, the voting behavior has undergone change over time, as voters have become more and more conscious of the potential for a better life o ered by economic reforms leading to faster growth and improved economic fortunes (Gupta and Panagrya 2012) .
Hypothesis 9: If I were the politician, I would know exactly what should be changed.
e examinees quite agree about this hypothesis (M=3.74, σ=1.06). T-test showed signi cant statistic di erences between arithmetic means of Table 7 . Post-hoc Tukey HSD test male and female examinees. erefore, men were more sure (M=4.11) and mutually more agree (σ=0.84) in relation to indecisive women (M=3.35, σ=1.13). One-factor analysis of ANOVA variance was at importance level p <0.01; F ≥3.47 and established signi cant statistic di erences in perception of this hypothesis with the examinees of di erent activities. By Post-hoc Tukey test deviations with the employed, the unemployed and agriculturalists were found (Table 8) . ey were more decisive in agreeing with this hypothesis in relation to the others. Although there were some attempts to engage people, who were not in the politics, in the process of deciding, the investigations have shown that this was not appropriate (Clarke 2011) . Hypothesis 10: e members of the same family are very o en the members of di erent parties e purpose of this hypothesis was to illustrate how the inhabitants from rural settlements of Serbia use the politics for ful lling the needs of personal and professional lives, or some of 'third nature' . e parties are not infrequently perceived as a shortcut for accomplishing of personal goals (Andersen and Tobiasen 2011; Hopkin 2012 ). e examinees replied that they were not sure about this hypothesis. e theme of some new work could refer to the sincerity of the examinees and their willingness to admit something and believe that investigation was anonymous, so data would be used only for the scienti c purpose. One-factor analysis (Table 5) . Namely, the pensioners and examinees classi ed within the ' others' category, did not agree with this hypothesis. e pensioners from here spent a greater part of their working experience in one-party society, where it was not possible to apply such way of behavior. e examinees within the ' others' category were, for example, women who have spent their life working only for their family as housewives. In the countryside of Serbia, such women were not socially active persons, so their confusion was really justi ed when they were asked this question.
Conclusions
Exactly 105 examinees from the area of Serbia evaluated the hypothesis formed on the basis of the opinion of a small number of politically inactive agriculturalists. ey agreed the most about hypothesis that 'the politicians were present the most in the countryside during election campaign' . ey did not agree with hypothesis that "changes in government were 'felt' in the countryside". T-test identi ed disagreement among di erent gender concerning regular following of political life in Serbia, knowledge about who the minister of agriculture was and regarding knowledge about what should be changed if the examinee was in the place of the politician. In all three cases, men were more sure about their activities, knowledge and readiness. Women agreed only about the statement that at the elections they voted for a person, not for the party. T-test established disagreement of the examinees who were engaged in the politics in relation to those who were not. Politically engaged examinees agreed that they regularly followed the political life in Serbia, they knew who the ministry of agriculture was, that in the countryside were 'felt' changes in the government, that the actual politicians were good masters but at the elections they voted for the party, not for a person. e minimum di erences were found between the examinees who lived in the valley in relation to the examinees from the hills and mountainous areas. e examinees who lived in the valley were less sure about who the minister of agriculture was and did not agree that in the countryside they 'felt' changes in government. One-factor analysis of ANOVA variance, at importance value p<0.05; F≥2.44, has established di erences between the examinees of di erent age with hypothesis 'women should be engaged in the politics' and 'at elections I vote for a person, not the party' . e di erences of the examinees according to their activities were noticed with hypothesis 'I regularly follow the political life in Serbia' and 'If I were the politician I would know exactly what should be changed' .
e presence of the examinees of di erent activities in random sample illustrated that the countryside is not a place where only the agriculturalists live. Most of rural settlements of Serbia are quite urbanized and younger inhabitants use all available technical possibilities of providing information. However, from all inhabitants in rural settlements, the agriculturalists follow the political life the most and they are well informed about it. e politics is o en a topic of their conversations and they have their own opinion, as well as, the know exactly what they would change if they were in the place of a politician. e agriculturalists were distinguished as the lowest number of those believing that women should be engaged in the politics but they were not sure that the best policy is the one which 'leaves the most in their pocket' .
